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REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT 
1904-1905 


To the Trustees of Boston University: 


Honorable William Claflin, President of your Board since 
the beginning of the corporate life of the University, passed 
into the life unending January 5, 1905. His long-continued and 
vital interest in the University, the conspicuous places he had 
held in the public affairs of this city, of the commonwealth and 
of the nation, his large knowledge not only of civic interests 
but also of educational institutions and problems, made him the 
most representative officer of the University government. A 
keen sense of bereavement was, therefore, felt by our entire 
community as his gracious presence was removed by death. His 
name will always be held in grateful remembrance. 

It is fitting that a record also be made of the loss sustained 
by the College of Agriculture, in the death of President Henry 
H. Goodell, who for nineteen years had served that institution 
as its successful administrative head. The difficult problems 
that such a College must necessarily meet were met by him with 
energy, foresight and tact, and the actual work of the College 
has been maintained at high standards of excellence. A debt 
of gratitude is due to the memory of President Goodell for his 
steady and fruitful administration. Professor William P. Brooks 
was appointed Acting President at the close of the College 
year. 

To fill the vacancy in the Board of Trustees caused by the 
death of ex-Governor Claflin, it was deemed very desirable that 
Bishop Daniel A. Goodsell, LL.D., who made his home in 
Brookline in 1904, as resident Bishop for New England, should 
be asked to take the honored place. He kindly consented to 
this, and was elected a Trustee of the University at the June 
meeting of the Board, 1905. It seemed proper that Bishop 
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Goodsell should have a place in the governing body of the Uni- 
versity, especially as an important issue between the Board of 
Bishops and the Trustees of the University had been pending 
since the January meeting of the Trustees. It was thought wise 
to elect a man who could give judicious counsel from an inti- 
mate knowledge of both Boards. This item of record natur- 
ally leads to what now follows as a concise review of the princi- 
pal details in the case that originated in the re-election of 


Dr. HincKLeEY G. MITCHELL 


Dr. Mitchell, with three other professors of the School of 
Theology, was re-elected by the Trustees, for the statutory term 
of five years, January 9, 1905 ; at the same time Dr. S. L. Beiler 
was chosen to fill the place of Dr. Chapman, whose resignation 
was to take effect in June. The names of these five profes- 
sors were sent to the Board of Bishops for confirmation. 
Such confirmation, however, could not take place until the 
May meeting of the Bishops, in Louisville, Ky. There was 
no dissenting vote cast against Dr. Mitchell at the time of his 
election. When the matter of confirmation of professors came 
before the Bishops, Professors Sheldon, Buell, Rishell and Beiler 
were duly confirmed. In the case of Dr. Mitchell a vote upon 
confirmation was not reached, even though the debate upon this 
question extended through several days. The reason given for 
the failure to reach a vote upon the case was that charges had 
been preferred against Dr. Mitchell’s teaching, and these 

_charges having been investigated by a Committee of the Bishops 
x (although Dr. Mitchell was not even notified of the charges or 
informed of the accusers); it was found that in some particulars 
there were “reasonable doubts” in the Bishops’ view of the case 
as to Dr. Mitchell’s doctrinal soundness. The regulation under 
which the Bishops acted is quoted on page 14 from the records 
of the General Conference of 1904. 

After prolonged consideration of the case, in which the 
Bishops could not come to an agreement on the question of con- 
firmation, the following report was adopted by a unanimous 
vote and sent to the Board of Trustees of Boston University : — 
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Under this provision (General Conference action of 1904) com- 
plaints against the teachings of Prof. H. G. Mitchell, a professor in 
the School of Theology of Boston University, presented to the Bishops 
last November, were carefully investigated by a Committee of the 
Board appointed at that time. 

On April 26, 1905, that Committee reported to the Board of 
Bishops ; and, after full consideration and slight amendment, its re- 
port was adopted as follows: 


To the Board of Bishops : 


The Committee appointed in November, 1904, to investigate 
certain complaints made in writing against the teachings of Hinckley 
G. Mitchell, D.D., a Professor in the School of Theology of Boston 
University, and signed by three laymen and four ministers of our 
Church, having carefully considered the matter committed to them, 
respectfully report as follows: 

1. The evidence submitted to us is not sufficient to prove the 
first complaint, namely, that Professor Mitchell denies the deity of 
Christ. 

2. Some of the statements of Professor Mitchell concerning the 
historic character of the early chapters of the Book of Genesis seem to 
us unwarranted and objectionable, and as having a tendency to invali- 
date the authority of other portions of the Scriptures. We therefore 
think there is some ground for the complaint on this head contained 
in the paper laid before us. 

3. Having carefully considered the other matters presented in 
the complaint we are of the opinion that item Number 2 in our report 
sufficiently covers the case, and no further deliverance is necessary. 

Be it therefore Resolved : 

1. That the Secretary of the Board of Bishops be, and is hereby, 
instructed to transmit to the Trustees of Boston University a copy of 
this statement, including the Report on the complaints against Prof. 
Mitchell, ‘“‘ for proper action in the premises. ” 

2. That having been notified by the Trustees of their action 
favoring the continuance of Prof. Mitchell in his professorship, the 
Board of Bishops, as a matter of courtesy tothe Trustees, and in view 
of the findings contained in item No. 2 of our report recited above, 
and of the reasonable inferences therefrom, respectfully returns the 
nomination of Professor Mitchell without action. 

(Signed) JoHn M. WaLpDEn, Sec’y. 

Bishop Daniel A. Goodsell was made the bearer of this 
report by the Board of Bishops. At a special meeting of the 
Trustees, held May 11, 1905, Bishop Goodsell was invited to be 
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present and to read this report. This he did, interpreting by 
explanatory statements the action condensed in this document. 

One of the unfortunate circumstances connected with this 
whole case was that soon after the report of the Bishops had 
been rendered to the Trustees, it was given to the official papers 
of the Church under what seemed to be the authority of the 
Bishops. Dr. Mitchell was thus publicly heralded as a teacher 
of unsound doctrine when he had never had a chance to hear 

Vand answer the charges made against him; nor had he been 
informed either directly or indirectly as to what statements in 
his book (“The World Before Abraham ”) seemed “unwar- 
ranted and objectionable and as having a tendency to invali- 
date the authority of other portions of the Scriptures.” 

After it had been announced to the Trustees that the ques- 
tion of confirmation had not been closed by the Bishops, the 
Trustees, under the law quoted in their report by the Bishops, 
which provides that “ proper action in the premises ”’ be taken, 
felt obliged to see that a careful review be made of the whole 
matter and a clear judgment formed as to Dr. Mitchell’s fitness 
for the place to which he had been elected. ‘The first step in 
their procedure as a Board was, therefore, to appoint a com- 
mittee whose duty it should be to canvass the entire subject of 
Dr. Mitchell’s doctrinal standing and of his eligibility to the 
place he had so long occupied in the University. The following 
named committee was chosen: Ex-Governor John L. Bates, 
LL.D., Rev. J. W. Lindsay, D.D., Rev. Daniel Steele, D.D., 
Rev. Edward M. Taylor, D.D., Rev. Willard T. Perrin, Ph.D., 
Rev. John D. Pickles, Ph.D., Silas Peirce, Esq., and the Presi- 
dent of the University. 


‘“‘ PROPER ACTION IN THE PREMISES ” 


The Bishops did not attempt to define to the Trustees what 
definite action ought to be taken by them in order that it should 
be “proper action in the premises.” No hint was given as to 

hat course the Trustees should pursue. This committee of the 
Board, carefully selected, of representative and competent men, 
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was expected to review the case and prepare a report, which was 
to be passed upon by the Trustees and finally sent to the Board 
of Bishops, to convene in Washington, Oct. 25, 1905. 

Four courses were open to the Trustees as represented by 
this committee: 

First, the committee might have considered that “ proper 
action” would be to induce Dr. Mitchell to withdraw from his 
position in the University as Professor-elect in the Faculty of 
the School of Theology. But how could the Trustees ask Dr. 
Mitchell to withdraw when after episcopal examination he had 
not been found guilty of any disagreement with the doctrinal 
standards of the Methodist Episcopal Church? The single 
charge that was entertained by the Bishops against him did not 
relegate him to the limbo of heretics; for no standard of inter- 
pretation of the early chapters of Genesis has ever been published by 
the authority of the Methodist Episcopal Church for the direction 
of the thinking of its ministers and teachers. So that ever so 
gracious a request from the Trustees to Dr. Mitchell to with- | 
draw from his place would have been groundless, impertinent 
and absurd. 

Second, it might have been surmised by the committee 
that the Trustees should seek to prevail upon Dr. Mitchell 
to withdraw his book, “The World Before Abraham,” from 
further use in the School, and so take ‘proper action;” 
but the book as a whole was not objectionable; ‘some state- 
ments” only were under criticism. Moreover, it was found by 
the committee that the book was only used for about twelve 
lessons each year during a brief discussion of Pentateuchal ques- 
tions. To withdraw his book would have been a weak acknowl- 
edgment that his teaching hitherto in this field of interpreta- 
tion had-been mischievous. 

Third, by a slow process of correspondence it might have 
been possible to elicit from the Bishops a statement of the exact 
passagesin Dr. Mitchell’s book found “objectionable and un- 
warranted.” If such, quotations could have been obtained 
these specific parts of his book might have been brought to the 
attention of Dr. Mitchell by the committee, anda restatement of 
such passages urged upon him; but the official report of the 
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Bishops gave no quotations; the resident Bishop had not thrown 
light upon the objectionable passages when he presented the 
case to the Trustees. Therefore, the committee supposed that 
such specific items could not be obtained. 

Fourth, the only other alternative left for the committee to 
pursue in taking “proper action” was to proceed as it did. A 
long conference was held with Dr. Mitchell. He was given 
every chance to define his position in regard to the essential 
doctrines of his Church, in reference to Pentateuchal questions 
and in respect to his relation to modern exegetical scholarship. 
After a conference of several hours the committee could not dis- 
cover that he was unsound in his belief in fundamental doctrines, 

V nor that he is a representative of extreme views among Biblical 
scholars of the age, but rather is a representative of middle and 
safe ground as an Old Testament exegete. 

Wide-reaching investigation was made among the graduates 
of the School of Theology in regard to Dr. Mitchell’s teaching 
and its effect upon their thought and their work in the ministry. 
The more general such inquiry, and the more numerous the 
testimonials, the clearer it became to the committee that Dr. 
Mitchell had been an effective, devoted and inspiring teacher — 
confirming and not undermining the faith of the wavering, hold- 
ing, by patient personal work, those who otherwise might have 
gone out into vagrancy in theology, and giving them secure 
foundations for an intelligent and vital faith. 

It was thought by the committee that the members of his 
own Faculty who had known him intimately for many years 
should be allowed to add their testimony in this investigation 
that the committee was prosecuting. The honored ex-President 
of the University, now Dean of the School of Theology, who 
knew Dr. Mitchell’s work in the University from its beginning, 
who had been counsellor and administrator of affairs at former 
crises in Dr. Mitchell’s career, was asked to lead the Faculty in 
making up their contribution to the case of their colleague. In 
his most careful and painstaking way Dr. Warren drew up a 
paper that was submitted to the Faculty, revised and re-revised 
by it with minutest attention to every statement and phrase of 
the testimonial. In this paper Dr. Warren embodied also an 
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argument against the constitutionality of the General Confer- 
ence law under which the Board of Bishops had acted in their 
investigation of Dr. Mitchell’s doctrinal soundness and in their 
final judgment. 

The legal argument, though touching a fundamental question 
in this case and disturbing the ground on which the Board of 
Bishops based their procedure, was not considered by the com- 
mittee germane to the specific question of Dr. Mitchell’s con- 
firmation; for the Bishops, being administrators, were helpless to 
remedy the defects of an imperfect law, and an attack upon the 
law must be through the approaches provided by the General 
Conference itself, and at one of its sessions. This part of the 
Faculty document was, therefore, not embodied in the final 
paper received by the committee of the Trustees; but the testi- 
monial to Dr. Mitchell from his colleagues was an important 
defense of the final action of the Trustees in asking a second 
time for his confirmation. It was this testimonial that was pre- 
sented, with scarcely any change, to the Board of Bishops, by 
the three delegates from the Trustees, who were granted a hear- 
ing October 27, in Washington. 


SILENCE AND DELAY 


Astonishment has been expressed in many quarters that 
nothing was uttered in the denominational press by the Trustees, 
or by Dr. Mitchell’s friends, or by himself, in regard to the 
allegation published in Church papers by the Bishops in the 
authorized Report of their action at the May meeting. The 
better judgment of the Trustees, as well as episcopal counsel, 
indicated that silence would be the wiser method. Controversy 
in the press would only tend to embitter the debate and would 
certainly not settle the case. However irritating the arrest of a 
distinguished scholar without a hearing, difficulties would only 
have been aggravated if the tribunal of judgment had been 
arraigned in public print. 

An eager public was also somewhat impatient because, 
after the Bishops’ Report had been received, May 11, no imme- 
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diate action looking toward a speedy settlement of the case was 
taken. Nothing could be settled at once, after the Trustees 
had decided upon the “ proper action in the premises,” which 
action involved a thorough examination of all elements in the 
problem, and a renewal of the request for Dr. Mitchell’s con- 
firmation at the October meeting of the episcopal Board. 

Committee work was going on from time to time all sum- 
mer, and even until the meeting of the Trustees, October 21 ; 
but on every account it was expedient and necessary to let the 
mature judgment of the Trustees, in the difficult situation, be 
expressed at the latest date, and just before the episcopal 
Board was appointed to meet, October 25. This much is 
recorded to show that all was done that could be done to show 
deference to the Bishops, and to throw about the case an atmos- 
phere of quiet dignity and judicial patience. 


FinaL ACTION BY THE TRUSTEES 


The Committee of Eight finished its work October 21 by 
submitting the following report at a special meeting of the 
Trustees held on that date: 


Your Committee have carefully considered the matter referred to 
us, and unanimously recommend to the Trustees the adoption of the 
following preamble and resolutions; to wit: 

WHEREAS, We have carefully considered the action taken by the 
Board of Bishops last May concerning Professor Hinckley G. Mitchell, 
and communicated to us by its commissioner, Bishop Daniel A. Good- 
sell; and 

WHEREAS, After such consideration we are firmly persuaded that 
Professor Mitchell holds the essential doctrines of Methodism, main- 
tains a commendable attitude towards the truth, is himself a devout 
Christian believer, and as an eminent scholar is peculiarly fitted to 
continue in the chair he has so successfully held for twenty years; 
therefore 

Resolved, First, that we, the Trustees of Boston University, 
hereby respectfully renew our request to the Board of Bishops that 
the reappointment by us of Dr. Hinckley G. Mitchell as Professor of 
Hebrew and Old Testament Exegesis for the five years dating from 
Commencement Day, 1905, may be confirmed. 

Resolved, Second, that we earnestly hope favorable action may 
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be taken by the Board of Bishops at its meeting the present month, 
inasmuch as all courses of instruction in Old Testament subjects in 
the School of Theology are, and from the beginning of the year have 
been, suspended. 

Resolved, Third, that for the fuller presentation of our request to 
the Board of Bishops we hereby appoint a Committee of three, namely : 
William E. Huntington, President of the University, Willard T. 
Perrin, Secretary of the Board of Trustees, and William F. Warren, 
Dean of the Faculty of the School of Theology. 

Resolved, Fourth, that we hereby respectfully invite Bishop 
Daniel A. Goodsell to bear, as our°commissioner, the foregoing action 
to the Board of Bishops, and we request him to use his good offices to 
secure for our Committee a favorable hearing. 


This report was adopted without discussion, and given to 
Bishop Goodsell to transmit. The Bishops gave the case a pro- 
tracted discussion during their session in Washington, and 
courteously heard the delegates from the Trustees, who, through 
the chairman, presented the substance of the testimonial from 
the theological Faculty, mentioned above, as a final appeal in 
Dr. Mitchell’s behalf. This appeal was subsequently printed by 
several church papers. After considerable delay the Secretary 
of the Board of Bishops forwarded to the President of the Uni- 
versity the following report of the action taken : 


WASHINGTON, October 31, 1905. 
With reference to any action taken by the Bishops in the case of 
any candidate for confirmation as teacher in any of our theological 
seminaries, it should be understood by all concerned that such action 


proceeds under the following directions of the General Conference of 
1900 and 1904. 


1900. 


WHEREAS, The charters and statutes of our theological schools 
differ widely from each other in the conditions precedent to the elec- 
tion and re-election of professors, it is evident that no uniform rer 
quirement can be imposed by the General Conference upon the 
institutions in the matter of elections. We recommend, however, asa 
condition of recognition of a theological school as a school of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, that the General Conference require that 
its professors shall be confirmed by a majority vote of the Bishops 
present and voting at any regular meeting of their board. We further 
recommend that, in case of a re-election, if a majority of the Bishops 
present and voting at any regular meeting of the board fails to concur, 
the Bishops shall state fully and in writing the grounds of non- 
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concurrence both to the professor concerned and to the trustees of the 
theological school. 


1904. 


1. The General Conference has declared the theological schools 
to exist fortheentire Church, and the schools themselves have bycharter 
or otherwise given the Bishops the right to nominate or confirm the 
election of professors in the various departments, which right the 
Bishops have repeatedly exercised. 

2. We therefore again commit the theological seminaries of the 
Church to the careful supervision of the Board of Bishops, to the end 
that the Church may be protected from erroneous teachings and the 
schools from unwarranted assault. 

3. The Bishops are hereby counseled not to nominate or con- 
firm any professor in our theological schools concerning whose agree 
ment with our doctrinal standards they have a reasonable doubt. 

4. The Bishops are hereby authorized and directed whenever 
specific charges of misteaching in any part of our theological schools 
are made in writing by responsible parties, members or ministers of 
our Church, to appoint a committee of their own number to investigate 
such charges, whose report, if adopted by the Bishops, shall be 
transmitted to the trustees of the theological school involved for 
proper action in the premises. 

5. Weurge that Bishops diligently strive to allay all undue 
irritation upon this subject, and ‘‘ maintain and set forward quietness, 
love, and peace among all men.”’ 

We admonish all instructors in our schools to studiously avoid, 
as far as possible, all occasion of misunderstanding of their doctrinal 
attitude both in their oral teaching and in their publications, and that 
they counsel their pupils to carefully avoid statements which would 
disturb the faith of those to whom they minister. 

We deprecate the dissemination of distrust in the Church by 
indiscriminate and indefinite attacks upon religious teachers and theo- 
logical institutions. The Discipline of our Church provides ample 
tests for determining the doctrinal soundness of preachers and 
teachers. All charges of erroneous teaching should be presented to 
the proper tribunal, where they can be legally tried and where the 
rights of both the accuser and the accused are fully protected by con- 
stitutional safeguards. 

We find nothing in either of these deliverances to suggest that 
any candidate or nominee whose confirmation is contested, shall be 
put upon trial before the Bishops. The investigation ordered by the 
General Conference in such a case is not, and, in the nature of the 
case, cannot be, a disciplinary trial. On the contrary, the last sentence 
of the action of 1904 distinctly recognizes the constitutional right of 
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such accused teacher toa trial by the method and before the tribunal 
prescribed in the book of Discipline. 

It would therefore be improper for the Bishops to so conduct their 
inquiries under this legislation as to seem to encroach upon the 
province of the Annual Conferences. 

Furthermore, we realize that the prerogative conferred upon the 
Bishops by the law above quoted, is one of great delicacy, and should 
therefore be exercised only within the safest possible limitation in 
order to avoid embarrassing legal complications. Hence in our pre- 
vious action in the case of Professor H. G. Mitchell we were careful 
not to go beyond what was absolutely required by the order of the 
General Conference (above referred to). 

After careful deliberation, we sent to the Board of Trustees which 
had elected Professor Mitchell a courteous statement of the reasons 
why we felt constrained to return his name without formal action, 
being careful to convey in the most delicate way at our command our 
conclusion in regard to the charges that had been filed with us 
against his teaching in order that ‘‘ proper action in the premises ”’ 
might be taken. Having, at our present session, heard a statement of 
the process adopted by said Trustees and of their reasons for returning 
the nomination of Professor Mitchell, again asking our confirmation 
of his election, which statement was made by an authorized committee 
of the Trustees, we are now compelled to say: 

That our action of six months ago was equivalent to a refusal to 
confirm the election of Professor Mitchell, and that we have no reason 
to alter the conclusion then reached, which was based upon the con- 
viction that ‘‘some of the statements (contained in his book ) concern- 
ing the historic character of the early chapters of the book of Genesis 
seem to be unwarrauted and objectionable and as having a tendency to 
invalidate the authority of other portions of the Scriptures.’’ It is 
furthermore our opinion that we are not even at liberty to reopen the 
question of Professor Mitchell’s confirmation under the law above 
cited. Unanimously adopted. 

By order and on behalf of the Bishops, 
JoHN M. WALDEN, Sec’y. 


This decision, rendered with a unanimity that is inscrutable 
and amazing, terminated the case, as it also pronounced the dis- VW 
missal of Dr. Mitchell from the Theological Faculty of the Uni- 
versity. 

Another astonishing fact in the case is that the Bishops 
accomplished this result by declaring in October that their action 
of May previous “was equivalent to a refusal to confirm the 
election of Professor Mitchell,’ and that they “are not even at 
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liberty to reopen the question of his confirmation ;” when, just 
after the action in May, it was authoritatively announced to the 
Trustees that the action of the Bishops was not decisive. On 
that announcement the University went through its careful and 
prolonged investigations and endured the anxieties, perplexities, 
and embarrassments to the work of the School, without a 
complaint. 

At the September session of the Central New York Confer- 
ence, Bishop Spellmeyer had appointed Dr. Mitchell instructor 
in Semitic Languages in Boston University, a purely ecclesias- 
tical appointment, such as is commonly given asa formal relation 
to professors who are also ordained ministers. It occurred to 
the Trustees that a gracious act would be to follow this sugges- 
tion, and make Dr. Mitchell instructor in Semitic Languages for 
one year in the Graduate Department, with leave of absence, in 
which no service was to be required, and with an honorarium of 
half a Professor’s salary. Such action was taken at a special 
meeting of the Trustees, November 22, 1905. 

In order to give the full history of this important matter it 
has been necessary to pass the time limits that are naturally 
drawn for this Annual Report, and to mention events that have 
occurred since the opening of a new academic year; but it seems 
best that the complete story should be recorded at this time and 
in this publication. 

It is appropriate also that recognition should here be made 
of the fine Christian spirit shown by Dr. Mitchell in all this 
period of criticism, uncertainty and disappointment. With rare 
self-control he has borne himself as a self-respecting Christian 
man, and has been an example in forbearance and patience under 
most trying conditions. 


CONSIDERATIONS IN THE RETROSPECT 


1. The original charter and the statutes of Boston Univer- 
sity were framed on the principle that the institution as a whole 
should be practically autonomous. One single clause in the 
statutesindicates that it was thought best to give the theological 
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department a bond of connection with the denominational 
power behind the School; this clause provides that the confir- 
mation of ¢wo Bishops shall be necessary in the election of Pro- 
fessors and Assistant Professors to the Theological Faculty. 
The General Conference of 1900 passed a rule requiring a major- 
zty of the Bishops, present and voting, to confirm. Thus the 
University statutes and the General Conference rule have been 
from that date in disagreement; and a certain ecclesiastical 
power of control not contemplated at the beginning of the Uni- 
versity life has been in evidence since the year 1900. The ques- 
tion, therefore, is not altogether irrelevant now whether it is 
better, in the long run, for the Theological Faculty to be under 
direct veto power of the episcopal Board; or whether the Univer- 
sity government should be trusted as an autonomy to manage 
all the interests committed to the Trustees. The nomina- 
ting Faculty and the Trustees who elect should be a compe- 
tent body of electors in the choice of any theological teacher 
Special qualifications in the members of the Board of Trustees, 
constituted as it is, make them competent to judge of the quali- 
fications of a candidate; they are familiar with the local condi- 
tions, understand the genius of the institution they serve, its 
history, its needs, its general attitude in educational interests. 
If doctrinal questions are raised there are men in the Board of 
Trustees able to judge whether a teacher conforms or not to the 
denominational standards. Responsibility is generally apt to 
produce caution, deliberation and wisdom in the administration 
of a great trust. Strike away a measure of the responsibility of 
the Trustees, divide it between two Boards, and it is doubtful 
whether the integrity and the success of administration will be 
conserved as time goes on. 

2. It does not appear that all the recommendations in the 
Committees’ Reports to the General Conference in 1900 and in 
1904, as to confirmation of Professors in our Theological 
Schools have become mandatory by an enactment of General 
Conference. The regulations are not clearly drawn, and in some 
cases appear advisory merely. 

8. Article four of the action of the General Conference of 
1904, quoted in the final report of the Bishops in Dr. Mitchell’s 
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case, is unconstitutional and anomalous and should be cancelled. 
It forces the Bishops to assume the rdle of a tribunal in case 
charges are brought before them against any of our theological 
schools, thus disqualifying them from presiding in any of the 
regular courts provided for in the Discipline, should the case of 
a teacher under charges before the episcopal Board be carried 
up to any one of the courts over which a Bishop is called to 
preside. 

The last clause of the action of 1904 gives explicit direc- 
tion as to what is to be done with “a// charges of erroneous leach- 
ing.’ The charges against Dr. Mitchell ought not to have been 
entertained by the Board of Bishops as a Court; the specific 
charge against him, allowed to stand, and transmitted by the 
Bishops to the Trustees of the University, should have been “ pre- 
sented to the proper tribunal,”(that is, to the Annual Conference 
of which Dr. Mitchell isa member) but not by the Trustees of the 
University who considered it invalid. 

The Bishops were thrown into confusion by this strange, 
contradictory and unconstitutional enactment of 1904. It is a 


V reproach upon the judicial discernment of the last General Con- 


ference that such a measure ever passed; and the defective en- 
actment cannot be too thoroughly corrected at the next session 
in 1908. 

4. The query naturally arises after a careful review of the 
General Conference attempt at defending ‘‘the church from 
erroneous teaching and the Schools from unwarranted assault,”’ 
whether the Theological Schools of the Church would not best be 
served by the episcopate if the Bishops followed the exact pro- 
vision of section 2 (1904), and gave “ careful supervision ” ; let- 
ting any questions that involve the doctrinal soundness of a 
teacher under criticism be decided according to an ancient Eng- 
lish principle, ‘‘by a jury of his peers,” that is, by a company of 
those whose business it is to know the range and bearing of Bib- 
lical learning, and who understand the difficulties of the Chris- 
tian scholar in a time of criticism and ferment. 

5. Another urgent reason for a radical change in the Gen- 
eral Conference enactment of 1904, or for its repeal, is that the 
Board of Bishops ought not to be at the mercy of irritating 
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meddlesome or ignorant traditionalists who, posing as defenders}, » 4 ‘ { 
of the Faith, may attack enlightened and reverent teachers in 4.7 ° 
our Schools through the episcopal Board. 

One main intent of the 1904 action was ¢o defend our Schools. 

It has now been demonstrated that just the opposite may occur ; 
and the provision that allows the Bishops to receive and inves- 
tigate charges of misteaching in theological Schools may prove 
an engine of attack that involves the Bishops in an embarrass- 
ing, ‘unwarranted and objectionable ” judicial réle. 

Our Schools have a right to complain of the effects of this 
law both in behalf of their own self-respect and in behalf of the 
espiscopal authorities who ought not to be required to move in 
an illegal procedure — illegal because extra-administrative in 
its very nature. 

6. The Trustees of the University have acted throughout\ 
this trying case with utmost loyalty to the Church, with unceas- 
ing deference to the episcopal authorities, and in perfect con- 
sistency from the beginning to the end. They have stood almost 
unanimously in defence of a faithful teacher, for proper aca- 
demic freedom in theological teaching, and for such ideals in 
ministerial education as are respected in the high places a) 
Christian learning. 


FINANCES OF THE UNIVERSITY. 


There are three ways in which a university may be kept 
steadily prosperous financially. 

A body of Trustees who hold abundant wealth, and are 
willing to administer for their trust by unstinted giving — look- 
ing upon the institution they serve as their personal beneficiary 
and charge — may see its every need supplied and promote its 
steady growth. Some institutions are administered thus; and 
the Trustees, or perhaps one or two of their number, meet finan- 
cial problems unfailingly by generous personal giving. We have 
no Trustees of great incomes, as accumulations of wealth are 
counted to-day. 

Another kind of prosperity is created by a large, wealthy, 
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generous body of graduates, who look upon their 4/ma Mater as 
grateful children regard the one who bore them. They listen to 
her appeals for help; they are glad to give to her support and 
adornment ; they count it a good investment to put money into 
her hands to use for the training of youth, generation after gen- 
eration. The older institutions have an increasing multitude of 
children, many of whom are rich and have money to give in con- 
siderable amounts, and who have also the will to give. Our list 
of graduates is not yet large and very few have attained to 
notable wealth. 

Another means of financial prosperity is a generous public 
that takes pride in the institution that asks its support, and gives 
accordingly. The better State Universities in the West repre- 
sent the widest public beneficence for the support of higher edu- 
cation; and giving, even though done through taxation, is not 
counted irksome in such states as Wisconsin, Michigan and 
Illinois, for the tax is light and all taxable citizens share the 
burden. Private corporations, like our own, can expect only 
occasional, individual assistance from the community that en- 
virons the institutions for which they are the custodians. 
Scarcely a year passes that does not bring to our treasury gifts 
from friends who are interested in this University because it 
belongs to Boston, stands for a noble type of education, is doing 
the best of work in all departments. It is confidently expected 
that, as time goes on, Boston, through wealthy representatives, 
will be glad to give the University that bears its name substan- 
tial proof that it is ‘of no mean city.” 

For the first time in the history of the University, the 
Treasurer’s Report shows a falling off in the valuation of its 
property. This is due partly to a shrinkage in the value of 
our lands in St. Paul, Minn., a depreciation, however, that 
began twelve or fifteen years ago and has not been recorded. I 
would recommend that the Finance Committee and the Treasurer 
keep diligent watch over this property and use every means to 
turn it into good assets as fast as possible. Some paper securi- 
ties of doubtful value have also been charged off, and apparently 
diminished the total assets of the University to $2,007,243.74, 
summarized as follows: 
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Real Estate, Boston .dc...ce0sctsecsecve $1,650,000 
Wess mMOrt Gages! cine - cis veins tare 323,000 £1,327,000.00 
Real Estate, Brookline, Newton, Wellesley, Woburn, Wey- 
ATLOWE OMNI ASS rr lotetetey a clorereyerei diets el cishs te sine lesietcre ershata rohan eve 300,000.00 
Real@lstatesiNew) VOLKin cts uelcws sie charcoal ae teks 200.00 
cs os VAINNESOLAT sien cu and renin tie cleeie Sia ache eae See 30,000.00 
ae - UY Gol shee d a te Ses -3Sid Wate W orb 10 une SEO Home soe 10,066.67 
Mortsay est poly cea INeStaterrirerstreciacereiert cit crshe sien sfarsier siete 19,562.40 


Securities, notes receivable, Savings Bank deposits and 
funds held by H. R. Brown.and by the New Hamp- 


SMILEY COME LETICEgaacisie ee Meee oe ee cee e sone sn eeee 238, 962.55 
Libraries, furniture and fixtures, observatory outfit....... 46,776.38 
Mfe insurance! policiesys 1. «iss 4 <ms «sae side a sisisivieielbica Beis? 25,000.00 
GOS bnocie eee nn a po ae ee 9,675.74 


Rentals showed a slight increase over the same item for the 
previous year: receipts from tuition a small decrease. 

A considerable share of the deficit recorded by the Treasurer 
in his annual report was due to the reconstruction of rooms for 
the Chemical and Biological Laboratories; this cost, and also 
the expense of apparatus and furniture for the same, are looked 
upon as permanent investments that are sure to bring rich re- 
turns in every way. 

The Jesse Lee Fund has increased to $3,807.81. 


THE CONVOCATION 


held its annual meeting in Jacob Sleeper Hall in the after- 
noon of Commencement Day, June 7, 1905. The following 
classes of graduates were admitted to its ranks, according to the 
Programme of Commencement : 


MoctorsoreuiNosOphiy satin reareigsiele 9 posters ielaiel>e)s10) 2 alowroe 14 
WARES OF AIG. pools pee ou OdOas coo ne To buacond uname RURAES 1 iene oak 14 
Bachelors of Sacred Theology ..............-.++ Beenie Se Nee 33 
Mastercronsjumsprudenced-ca naa. > face as Tanieln clo cat: 9 
Bachelors orpunisprudenceme ies .ee oe ela eet only poleer gate a 20 
Bachelors of Laws.........--.++.- Ne AD Rd Ae RET gave Bian VE AUS mitered 69 
PIO CLOLSTOMMVIC CL CLIT errr eicle ures oe oe IE En Keen toate: ofevceys Paris. hl 
BAGHEIOTSIOURATES sett oa At asin Semiok ee tetak Mon eae SOMAAR TS 67 
RACH EIOLS LOL etlErs oan atau hus reine oy acin emiek oie clniae wieseie An one oe ee 2 
BAGHelorsvon SClen Cen rites seers cinta ne, seiitsrooiision Hof cn aces lati 18 
Racially OF SiIeaIa soos bos ho duos soadhoupHo aude ogoduaeacaenion 2 


Recipients of Diplomas from the School of Theology .........-.-. 5 
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An unusually interesting session of the Convocation was 
held. Miss Alice Stone Blackwell, for the College, Reverend 
Dillon Bronson, for the School of Theology, Mr. Frank L. 
Simpson, for the School of Law, and Dr. Frank C. Richardson, 
for the School of Medicine, made brief and interesting addresses 
representing the University as graduates. A new part in the 
programme was the singing of three original University songs 
written by Miss Eva Channing, ’77, Miss Katharine Whiting, 
99, and Miss Catherine McGinley, ’02. It was the occasion 
also of a delightful recognition of the long and distinguished 
“services of Dean Borden P. Bowne, who takes advantage of the 
privilege given him by the Trustees in 1904, and is to be absent, 
with full salary, for a year (1905-1906), and with his family 
make a tour round the world. A large number of his former - 
students having heard of his plan of travel joined in making up 
a generous purse which was presented to Dean Bowne by Dr. 
Gideon L. Powell of Canada on this occasion, with the cordial 
God-speed of a host of friends. 

The result of the balloting in the several Alumni Associa- 
tions reported at the meeting was as follows : 


VICE-PRESIDENTS OF THE CONVOCATION 


Professor George A. Coe, Ph.D., Evanston, Il1., 7s¢ Vice-President. 

Judge John C. Crosby, Superior Court, Boston, 2%d Vice-President. 

Adeline M. Church, M.D., 102 Huntington Avenue, Boston, 377d 
Vice-President. 

Professor Charles J. Bullock, Ph.D., 24 Wendell Street, Cambridge, 
4th Vice-President. 


SECRETARIES OF THE ALUMNI ASSOCIATIONS 


Theological — Reverend A. M. Osgood, Gloucester. 

Law — Norman F. Hasseltine, Esq., 10 Tremont Street, Boston. 

Medicine — Charles T. Howard, M.D., 538 Mt. Auburn Street, 
Watertown. 

Liberal Arts — Raymond A. Robbins, A.B., Auburndale. 


OF THE CONVOCATION 
Miss Emily Loring Clark, Ph.D., 240 Mt. Vernon Street, Newton. 
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OFFICIAL VISITORS 


Theological — Reverend Franklin Hamilton, Ph.D., First M. E. 
Church, Boston. 

Law — Colonel Charles K. Darling, U.S. Marshal, Post Office 
Building, Boston. 

Medicine — Nelson M. Wood, M.D., 72 High Street, Charlestown. 

Liberal Arts — Elizabeth C. Northup, A.M., 77 Crescent Street, 
Waltham. 


. 


GENERAL UNIVERSITY INTERESTS. 


There is no more pressing need felt by the University at 
this time than that of adequate accommodations for the College 
of Liberal Arts. The introduction of three distinct departments 
of scientific instruction, since the connection with the Massa- 
chusetts Institute of Technology was severed, crowds the narrow 
limits of College buildings to the utmost. In fact, it will be 
very difficult, the coming year, to find a suitable room for a 
Physical Laboratory. The lecture rooms are generally too 
small, and are inadequate in respect to light and ventilation. 
Our site is central, commanding, and in every way desirable for 
a city college; but the site should be adorned bya noble struc- 
ture built four square and with all the conveniences that modern 
equipment for educational purposes may supply. The crippled 
condition in which we now find ourselves is largely because of 
the natural growth of the College in numbers; yet our present 
aggregate does not take us out of the category of Small Colleges. 
If suitable accommodations could be provided for five hundred 
students, the building would probably be ample for many years 
to come. A million dollars would be none too large an amount 
to provide for pressing needs, part of it for construction, and 
part to increase the endowment for teachers’ salaries. Most of 
our officers in all departments of the University are receiving 
inadequate compensation. The best service cannot be ren- 
dered by men who are underpaid. When a teacher spends a 
large fraction of his time at some occupation outside of his 
College work, in order to eke out a living, there is sure to be 
a loss suffered by the institution. 
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The last year was marked by unusual privileges enjoyed by 
the University in the kind attention paid by distinguished vis- 
itors. The Archbishop of Canterbury, Professor Adolf Har- 
nack of Berlin, Rev. Charles Wagner of Paris, Dr. Koenig of 
the University of Toulouse, Dr. David S. Spencer of Tokio, Pro- 
fessor Penck of the University of Vienna, Rev. Dr. Walsh of 
Scotland, were visitors from abroad who favored our students 
with addresses. 

Mrs. Mary A. Livermore, Mrs. Julia Ward Howe, Professor 
Katherine A. Coman of Wellesley College and several of the 
Bishops of the Methodist Episcopal Church were some of the 
distinguished speakers of our own people who were glad to 
address more or less representative bodies of our students. 

All higher educational institutions of our continent are glad 
to recognize the munificence of Mr. Carnegie’s gift,— the “ Foun- 
dation,” designated to give assistance through its income to 
professors disabled by infirmity or age, who belong to accred- 
ited institutions. Boston University received through the Pres- 
ident the blank form in which a full statement of our constitu- 
tion and conditions was made out and forwarded to the Trustees 
of the Foundation. It seems probable that the provisions of 
this bequest will be so liberally interpreted that an institution 
like our own, of such catholicity in its religious genius, and of 
such inclusive characteristics in its body of teachers and stu- 
dents, will not be shut out from the benefits of this great endow- 
ment. 

It is gratifying to be able to add to the growing list of 
books written by our University men the names of two note- 
worthy books that were issued during the year: ‘The Child as 
God’s Child,” by Assistant Dean C. W. Rishell, S.T.D.; and 
‘‘The Immanence of God,” by Dean Borden P. Bowne, LL.D. 
Both these works deal with central and weighty interests — the 
one illuminating a most important interest for the Christian 
family, the other dealing in clear, convincing terms with a fun- 
damental subject of Christian thought. 

Professor Mitchell was the compiler of an _ interesting 
volume, ‘“‘ Tales Told in Palestine.”’ These stories float about 
among the inhabitants of Palestine, and make a kind of folk-lore 
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that is well worth the attention that Dr. Mitchell bestowed 
while he was in charge of the School of Archeology in 
Jerusalem. 

I close this report by making grateful acknowledgments to 
all my colleagues for their steady and loyal service in the best 
interests of the University. The burdens of administration are 
made lighter by the efficiency of the heads of departments 
whose reports for the past year follow. A fitting recognition of 
Acting Dean Warren’s successful work was the honor of the full 
academic diaconate conferred upon him in June by the Trustees. 

Itisnot necessary to makemention of the work of the College 
of Agriculture in the succeeding departmental Reports; fora 
thorough report appears as one of the State documents to which 
there is easy access on application at the State House. 

The Dean of the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences 
made no report. It may be said that there is increasing demand 
for graduate work among those who take our first degrees. Four- 
teen persons received the A.M. degree, and fourteen the Ph.D. 
at the last Commencement. 

Respectfully submitted, 
WiciiamM E. HUNTINGTON. 


We 
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Reports from Departments 
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REPORT OF THE DEAN OF THE COLLEGE OF 
LIBERAL ARTS 


To the President of the University: 


Sir: The staff of instruction remained substantially that of 
the preceding year, except for strong reinforcement in the new 
Department of Science. 

Dr. Lyman C. Newell, Assistant Professor of Chemistry, 
and Dr. Arthur W. Weysse, Assistant Professor of Biology, both 
began in September their work of instruction ; they had already 
given much time to the planning and equipment of the chemical 
and biological laboratories and lecture room. The character of 
their work is indicated somewhat by the registration in their 
courses; for-the first semester, 147; for the second, 271. Rec- 
ord of their earlier studies and professional engagements may 
be found in Bostonia, July, 1904. 

Dr. Henry C. Sheldon, of the Theological Faculty, was 
at his request relieved of the lectureship he had held in the 
College since 1897 upon the Essentials of Christianity. The 
course, important and delicate as few others, was given by the 
President of the University. 

Professor Bennett, who had been granted leave of absence 
for the year, was able to resume her work after the mid-year 
recess. During the first semester the courses in Elocution were 
given by Mrs. Agnes Knox Black, wife of Professor E. Charlton 
Black. 

Dr. George H. Blakeslee, Assistant Professor of History in 
Clark University, conducted the so-called Alumni Course in His- 
tory, provided, in recent years, during the second semester. 


Mr. Robert E. Bruce, Instructor in Mathematics, was pro- 
moted at the close of the year to an Assistant Professorship in 
the same department. 

Among administrative changes affecting the College, four 
or five deserve brief mention. 

In 1905-06 and thereafter, the charges hitherto specified 
as tuition and incidentals will be merged in the single charge 
for tuition. The change will do away with some mystification 
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of students and will simplify accounts, particularly of special 
students. ; 
Students intending to prepare for the ministry by both col- 
legiate and theological study have for some years past gained 
admission to the School of Theology as Special Students, and 
upon that footing, without payment of tuition, have carried on 
approximately full work at the College. While their number 
has been small, their status has been anomalous. ‘To meet this 
condition a rule published in the current Year-Book, to take 
effect for 1905-1906, provides that undergraduate students receiv- 
ing instruction in more than one department of the University 
will be ranked and charged according to the regulation of the 
department in which they receive the major part of their 
instruction. 

The Calendars of the College and the Law School have 
been brought into conveniently closer agreement. 


The students’ prayer service on Wednesday noon has been 
the object of some care. The impoverishment almost inevitable 
in a stated mid-day meeting, crowded upon by engagements of 
every sort, has been measurably forestalled. From time to time 
the discussion of topics in course has been varied with special 
programmes, notably the Bible readings by Mrs. Black and by 
Professor John Duxbury, of the Lancashire Congregational 
College, England; the address on Bernard of Clairvaux by 
Professor Taylor; and Professor Aurelio’s lecture on the Dzes 
frae and other Medieval Hymns. Often a pleasant feature has 
been special music. 

For some years past there has been maintained in the 
College a branch of the Young Men’s Christian Association. In 
connection with the extension of the City Association’s work in 
the colleges and professional schools of Boston, local Associa- 
tions have more recently been formed also in the University’s 
Schools of Theology, Law, and Medicine. The general interests 
of these four Associations, together with those of similar 
Associations in the other higher institutions of the City, have 
been the care of a departmental board of the Boston Young 
Men’s Christian Association, composed of representatives of the 
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Faculties of the several colleges, and of the several Associations, 
with Mr. George W. Mehaffey, General Secretary, and Mr. J. E. 
Smiley, College Secretary. 

The gratitude of those interested in the young men of the 
University is due to the Boston Association, and in particular 
to Mr. Mehaffey and Mr. Smiley. 

Athletic interests within the College, in close connection 
with those of other Departments, have been considerably 
advanced on the basis outlined in the President’s Annual Report 
for 1903-04. In this development, the service rendered by 
Professor Josselyn, representing the College Faculty upon the 
General Athletic Committee, calls for grateful notice. 

Record of these collateral activities among the students 
were incomplete without mention of encouraging progress in one 
of the oldest of the undergraduate enterprises. At the begin- 
ning of the’year, the University Beacon Association, in conference 
with the Department of English, adopted a new plan for organ- 
izing the staff and the managers. The issue of the paper was at 
the same time made weekly instead of monthly,—a change 
increasing the expense of publication, but making the paper as 
never before a bulletin and record of college events. The earlier 
literary form has been retained in monthly magazine numbers. 
With the co-operation of the Junior Class, a special number, in 
place of the usually insolvent “ Hub,” was issued as the College 
Annual for 1904-1905. At present the paper still has but a pre- 
carious financial basis; in this coming year its friends hope to 
see it placed on firmer footing. The value of a creditable jour- 
nal of this kind, both within and without the College, and the 
damage from one discreditable, are not as yet on all sides 
appreciated. 

The freer social life of the College has not only remained 
wholesome and helpful, but has also found new and welcome 
expressions. The entire Faculty, on the eve of Washington’s 
Birthday, met socially for certain semi-formal discussions. The 
conference clearly proved its value; it may, I hope, be but the 
first of an annual or semi-annual series. 

In accordance with recent custom, the Faculty received, in 
the first semester, the members of the Sophomore class with 
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their parents; and at the close of the second, in accordance with 
custom of long standing, it received the members of the gradu- 
ating class. 


The Juniors and Freshmen were entertained in afternoon 
teas given by the wives of the members of the Faculty. These 
expressions of the Faculty’s personal interest in the students, 
like the less formal hospitalities at the instructors’ homes, con- 
stitute a generous and valuable service. They attest, too, a 
conviction that the effectiveness of our graduates depends 
upon more than the will to know. 


The University Men’s Banquet, held, for the first time, in 
place of the usual College-Men’s Banquet, was a striking indica- 
tion of the clearing University consciousness. 


Junior Week, in only its second year, may be regarded as 
fairly fixed in the social calendar. Its observable effects should 
occasion no concern. A student’s interest in his college is 
naturally nourished by his personal relations at first with his class- 
mates and with the members of the other six classes in College 
during his course, and later also with members of classes older 
and younger still. These immediate interests, if they are to 
fruit in regard for the College itself and for its impersonal prin- 
ciples should be given both room and recognition. Whatever 
guidance or restraint may seem advisable should be plainly the 
result not of mere tradition but of regard for the students’ 
welfare. The whole college should support those enterprises 
that, with no injury to its main business or its moral tone, 
develop in the student both social responsibility and savor faire. 


The Massachusetts Society for the University Education of 
Women has continued through the year its gracious interest 
in the young women of the College. It has in some cases, by 
timely aid, prevented interruption or relinquishment of their 
courses; it has maintained its loan library, under the care of 
Miss Lydia P. Foss, as librarian proctor; and on Wednesday 
afternoon, May 3, it held in Jacob Sleeper Hall a reception 
whose guests, the women of the senior classes of the Colleges in 
Boston and its vicinity, were first addressed upon ‘“ Opportuni- 
ties for American Students of Archeology in Greece and 


32 REPORT OF THE 


Rome,” by Dr. Alice Walton, of Wellesley College, and then 
entertained with characteristic cordiality about the tea-tables. 

With regard to the needs and desires within the College, 
I may be allowed two or three recommendations : 

First, measures should be energetically urged for complet- 
ing the foundation of the Alumni Chair of History within a 
definite term. The present rate of increase in the Fund (shown 
by the annual payments since 1898: $1,224, $1,094, $964, $1,286, 
$956, $560, $413, $67) indicates much generosity on the part of 
many persons of limited means; it is, however, quite inadequate 
to completion of the undertaking within a reasonable time. I 
would suggest an early conference of representatives of the 
alumni, the Faculty and the Board of Trustees, for planning 
more quickly operative means of raising the needed money. The 
present method of subscription by alumni might perhaps be 
supplemented by subscription through alumni. In any case, 
this half-forgotten gap in the College Faculty should not much 
longer be filled by lateral growths from other departments. 

Second, while even under University conditions the train- 
ing of students for teaching has peculiar dangers, the College 
can both safely and advantageously, increase its work in Edu- 
cation. The courses offered in the general theory and history 
of education, as in the study of particular school systems, both 
domestic and foreign, should be increased, and also supple- 
mented by practice teaching, until they fairly meet the require- 
ments of the Boston supervisors in the certification of teachers. 
Students intending to teach are now, upon early completion of 
the one hundred and twenty credit hours required for a degree, 
strongly tempted to break from their work and to enter small 
or ill-omened positions, for the sake of gaining experience before 
the following September. It would be, I have reason to think, 
a not too difficult matter to provide for a few students a suita- 
ble amount of genuine practice teaching with professional super- 
vision. I would recommend, therefore, as second in importance 
to the immediate establishment of the Chair of History, the 
constitution of a department of Education. 
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Third, the College, with little effort and with advan- 
tage to itself, could lend considerable assistance to teachers al- 
ready at work in Boston and its vicinity by providing for them, 
at moderate expense, courses in the late afternoon and on Satur- 
day. These courses should aim, not at delivering material for 
immediate conversion in the class room, but at giving a teacher 
proper basis and horizon for his own work with his classes , 
they should above all others be conducted in the spirit of the 
best University scholarship. At first they might be few; but 
few or many, they should be of highest quality. Their whole 
plan, also, should be shaped for self-support. The details of 
registration, tuition, and credit should be arranged, so far as 
practicable, through channels already open. The instructors 
should have special compensation, from the receipts, and 
proportioned to service. So far as the instructors might al- 
ready be members of the teaching force of the University they 
would in many cases welcome the fees for this extra work as 
additions to salaries now sensibly inadequate. Accordingly, I 
wish to recommend the appointment of a committee to investi- 
gate in detail the practicability of the plan, and to report there- 
upon to the College Faculty. Then if it seems desirable the 
matter can be presented to the Board of Trustees in definite 
form. 

In closing my first review of a year’s history of the College, 
I desire to express my appreciation of the good wishes and the 
good will that I have tried to repay in some measure with good 
work. The kind message from my fellow-members of the 
Epsilon Chapter of the Convocation, the friendliness of the 
students, the cordiality and considerate aid of my colleagues 
upon the Faculty, the assistance of my predecessor, who has 
made easier for me an office his own incumbency had made 
hard, and who, while giving generous counsel, has yet left me 
liberty to err,—these all have placed me under obligations, the 
deeper the pleasanter. And how much I have owed, day in and 
day out, to the College Secretary, those who know her will 


understand 
Respectfully submitted, 


WILLIAM MARSHALL WARREN, Lean. 
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REPORTS FROM INSTRUCTORS 


The following notes give a condensed report of the main 
features of the work as it has been carried on in the several 
departments of the College. Complete statistics of attendance 
upon all courses are on file at the President’s office. 


‘IT. Sanskrit. Proressor LINDSAY 


The purpose of the elementary course in Sanskrit is neither 
to make specialists in the language nor grammatical experts. 
There are two aims in view: first, to give the student a glimpse 
into a new world of thought and action; to give him some idea 
of the Oriental and yet Aryan attitude toward life’s problems, 
which is in such marked contrast with the familiar Occidental 
position; second, to show the student the logical simplicity of 
the process of Aryan language growth. Incidentally, the course 
includes a study of Indo-European Etymology, and provides a 
foundation for a further investigation into the unity of these 
allied languages. The study of Sanskrit should not be an edu- 
cational luxury, suited only for the strenuous delver into abstruse 
subjects; it is worthy to command the interest of large classes 
of students. 


Il. GREEK. Proressor TAYLOR AND ASSISTANT PROFESSOR 
AURELIO 


While the number of college students who make a specialty 
of Greek, with a view to becoming teachers of that language, 
has greatly decreased within the last few years it is noticeable 
that there is a steady demand for Advanced Greek on the part 
of cultivated students of modern languages who recognize the 
influence which Greek has exerted in moulding the thought and 
style of the great masters of modern literature. Some of the 
most thoughtful friends of Greek scholarship feel confident that 
when the study of Greek is thoroughly established on a literary 
basis it is forever secure. 
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III. Latin. Proressor LINDSAY AND ASSISTANT PROFESSOR 
RIcE 


Four reading courses in Latin are offered to Seniors, Juniors 
and other particularly qualified students, two being given in 
alternate years. Roman Philosophy, Epistolary Literature and 
Comedy occupied the classes in this department the past year. 
The subject matter was treated from a literary and philosophical 
rather than from the grammatical standpoint. The advanced 
course in Latin Prose Composition presupposes a three-hour 
course in college for one year. In the Latin Prose work pas- 
sages from standard English authors are selected and compared 
with passages on kindred subjects from standard Latin authors. 
These English extracts are then translated into Latin by the 
students, and their work is examined and criticised in the class 
room. Clear thinking and accurate expression are thus culti- 
vated. The work is also an invaluable practical training for 
students who expect to teach Latin. Classes in Latin Literature 
and Roman topography are conducted on the so-called seminar 
method. Papers are prepared on assigned topics, which are 
read, criticised, and elaborated in the class room. Formal and 
informal lectures are given by the instructors. The chief value 
of the course in Topography lies in the fact that it introduces 
the student to the things that the Romans did, and thus aids 
him in realizing that they were actual men. It is the aim of 
both instructors in the Latin department to give their students 
a thorough knowledge of the character and productive activity 
of the Roman people, whose influence upon modern civilization 
has been so widespread and so profound. 


IV. Encuisu. PRorEssor BLACK AND ASSISTANT PROFESSOR 
SHARP 


The end in view when this department was reorganized 
three years ago has to a great extent been gained. There is 
now no undue overcrowding in certain courses with a slim attend- 
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ance upon others. The only new English course offered last 
year was a course in Spencer by Assistant Professor Sharp, to 
be followed in the second semester by one in Milton. These 
courses will help to make that on English Poetry from Tottel’s 
Miscellany to the Lyrical Ballads, more strictly a study of lyri- 
cal poetry from 1557 to 1798, and thus the general work of the 
department will be made stronger and more symmetrical. Drill 
in composition, compulsory upon Freshmen and Sophomores, is 
making itself felt in the improved work of the more advanced 
classes. The highest average of excellence in certain of the 
courses was reached last semester in the essays written by the 
students. Post-graduate work in English is constantly develop- 
ing. Nearly half of the A.M. degrees given last June were 
granted to students specializing in English. 


V. Romance LANnGuaAGES. PROFESSORS GEDDES AND 
JOSSELYN 


A slight falling off was noticed in the attendance upon French 
courses during last year, but the decrease was of no significance. 
Italian used to be more popular than Spanish. As a result of 
the war with Spain the attendance in 1898 increased the num- 
ber of those electing Spanish courses about threefold. This 
increase was at the expense of the Italian classes. The enthu- 
siasm of that date, however, subsided, and within the past two 
years the Italian classes have resumed their former prestige. 
The English course in Dante appeals to a larger number of stu- 
dents than a linguistic course. Romance Philology and Portu- 
guese are taken usually by students who wish to specialize in 
Philology, the number being quite restricted. Sustained attend- 
ance is noticed in the course in Phonetics, a study especially 
valuable to those who intend to teach French. Through the 
kindness of Professor Josselyn students in French, Spanish and 
Italian have had the advantage of the use of a phonograph. 
Three students can use the machine at once. In many institu- 
tions the phonograph is recognized as an important auxiliary. 
It lightens appreciably the task of a teacher in the continual 
repetition of sounds. 
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VI. GerMAN. PrRoressor PERRIN AND Mr. VANWIEREN 


The registration in the department of German reached the 
large aggregate of 778. 


VII. PHrLosopHy anp Epucation. DEans BoWNE AND 
WARREN 


Professor Bowne was granted leave of absence for the year 
1905-1906, which fact changed somewhat the registration in the 
philosophical courses, as opportunity was granted students 
in the Junior class to anticipate the omission of Senior courses 
during the coming year. A new course in amplification of the 
older course in the History of Philosophy was given during 
the first semester. The Philosophical Club again directed its 
work to the study of architecture, with study of local structures. 


VIII. History. Dr. Rowe Aanp OTHERS 


Certain courses offered in other departments have been 
adjudged by the Faculty sufficiently historical in character to 
be classed primarily as electives in the historical group. Greek 
History and Advanced Greek History by Assistant Professor 
Aurelio, Roman History by Assistant Professor Rice, and 
Advanced Roman History by Professor Lindsay, have thus been 
transferred. There are fourteen coursesin various departments 
thus grouped, but not counted as History required for a 
degree. The course provided by the income from the Alumni 
Fund was given during the second semester, two hours a week, 
by Dr. George H. Blakeslee. The subject was Japanese and 
Russian History. 
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IX. Economics AND SocIOLOGy. PROFESSOR BALDWIN 


The Economic Seminar, designed to give training in the 
preparation of original papers, and to cover fields of study lying 
outside the province of the regular courses, met fortnightly 
through the year. The Library of the Twentieth Century Club 
is generously opened to the members of the Seminar. The 
regular courses in Economics and Sociology were given as 
formerly. 


X. Matuematics. Prorgessor Coir AND ASSISTANT 
PROFESSOR BRUCE 


The work of three young men, students in Astronomy in 
observations upon the sun, will find publication in the Astro- 
nomical Journal, at least so far as the results attained are con- 
cerned. The fact that courses in advanced mathematics are 
now made elective reduces somewhat the numbers of those who 
attend. For the last three years the number has averaged about 
twelve in Calculus. It is now possible for those who do not 
elect Mathematics in the Sophomore year, but have had a partial 
knowledge of Trigonometry, and for those who go on in Mathe- 
matics, to complete Trigonometry during the first semester. 


XI. Puysics. Proressor Cross AND PROFESSOR WENDELL 


The contract of the University with the Institute of Tech- 
nology closed at the end of the first semester last year, and thus 
the Physics course was not continued beyond that time. Ar- 
rangements for instruction in Physics for the year 1905-1906 
were so far advanced that Associate Professor George V. Wen- 
dell, Ph.D., was elected to have charge of the new department 
in the College building and to install the necessary instruments. 
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CHEMISTRY. PROFESSOR NEWELL 


New accommodations in the chemical laboratory give room 
for about sixty students, although it is difficult for more than 
thirty-two in a single section to work with comfort. The equip- 
ment of the laboratory is adequate to the present needs of 
classes in Chemistry. Two supply rooms adjoining the labora- 
tory are found convenient, and Room 295 on the floor below 
serves as the lecture room. Additional courses in Chemistry 
are to be offered the coming year. Those who intend to teach 
have three opportunities open to them: first Advanced Inorganic 
Chemistryand either Quantitative Analysis or Organic Chemistry; 
second, Qualitative Analysis and either Quantitative Analysis 
or Organic Chemistry ; third, all four courses. 

Students expecting to enter Medical Schools may anticipate 
all their Chemistry except Physiological Chemistry. 


GEOLOGY. PRoFEssoR NEWELL 


Two courses were offered, one in Physiography and one in 
General Geology. The work was conducted largely by lectures 
illustrated by charts, diagrams, specimens, maps, photographs, 
etc. There is great need of a special room and illustrative 
material for the efficiency of this department. A projection 
lantern will, the coming year, aid somewhat in supplying de- 
ficiencies. Larger collections of specimens, a dust-proof cabinet, 
a relief map of the United States, photographs, lantern slides 
and storage cases, as well as a departmental library are some of 
the things much needed. An endowment, bringing an income 
which would provide for the purchase of new and rare publica- 
tions, would be exceedingly helpful. 


BroLtocy. Proressor WEYSSE 


A large amount of laboratory work was required in all six 
biological courses, except in Physiology and Personal Hygiene. 
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The registration in the introductory courses was large. Two 
classes of students have been kept in mind by the instructor,— 
the general student, who has a definite interest in biological 
subjects, or who may wish to teach them, and the special 
student, who intends to specialize in the sciences or to study 
medicine. 

An additional advanced course will be offered next year. 
Every facility for research work in biological subjects is avail- 
able. These are offered to students, especially to graduates, 
who have had necessary training. Notable interest in the 
courses has been observed, and results have been of a high 
order in most cases, showing that the students appreciate the 
opportunities offered. The last College class in Zoology at the 
Institute numbered twelve, while the past year it was elected by 
fifty-two. The biological laboratory, like the chemical, needs 
appropriations for books, apparatus, assistants, and specimens 
for demonstrations. 


XII. ELtocution. PRoressor BENNETT AND Mrs. BLack 


During the absence of Professor Bennett, the first semester, 
the College was fortunate in securing for this department the 
service of Mrs. Black. 


BIBLE STUDY 


In connection with formal courses given, it should be 
remembered that both Christian Associations support well- 
conducted classes in the study of the Bible. 


XIII. Music. Mr. MarsHAaLy 


Theory of Music during the past year was given two hours 
per week instead of one. The number of students registered for 
the second semester course in the History of Music was double 
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the number registered last year. In 1905-1906 the course will 
continue through the year. In the early part of the year a chorus 
of fifty voices was formed which rendered at the Chapel ser- 
vice from time to time interesting and well-known compositions, 
and also original pieces by members of the Harmony classes. 


SENIOR THESIS 


By vote of the Faculty the graduating thesis heretofore 
required from every candidate for a degree was made elective 
The specifications for its production and crediting are not 
materially changed. 


THE COLLEGE LIBRARY 


Mr. H. F. Hartwell, the Assistant Librarian, reports that 
more new books were added than in any other year except one; a 
practically new reference library was founded, and improve- 
ments in classification and cataloguing were introduced. 

Between September 16, 1904, when the library opened, and 
June 21, 1905, 1816 books were borrowed by the students, or 
about 28 per cent. of the volumes on the shelves. This does not 
include the entire but merely the recorded use, which latter is 
perhaps one-half the actual use. 

Statistics of circulation show that Literature leads, with 
History second, and Philosophy third; the small circulation of 
Philological works is due to the facts that their number is small, 
that there is a special library of such works, and that their 
greatest use is for brief reference. 

During the year 457 books were added. Among the gifts of 
the year were fourteen volumes of German philosophical works 
from the library of the late Joseph Cook, given by Mrs. Cook. 

Attention may be called to the acquisition of the Decennial 
Publications of the University of Chicago, consisting of the 
investigations and studies made and published by the Faculty of 

that institution. 
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The usual number of exchanges and government publica- 
tions has been received, and the library has been entered upon 
the list of those that are to receive the bound volumes of the 
“ Report of the new Connecticut Geological Survey. ” 
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REPORT OF THE DEAN OF THE SCHOOL 
OF THEOLOGY 


Zo the President of the University : 


Sir: I have the honor to present the following report of 
the School of Theology for the year 1904-05. 


THE STUDENTS 


The whole number of students in attendance throughout 
the year was 194. The Junior Class was the largest in the history 
of the School, and only once has the total enrolment been ex- 
ceeded. The number of College graduates was 120. Large as 
this number is it is too small in proportion to the whole number 
of students. 

The problem of increasing the proportion is one which, 
apparently, only the Church can solve. Experience shows that 
some of the brightest men in the School have entered without 
the academic degree. To have turned them away would have 
deprived them of the opportunity they so much covet for theo- 
logical study, and so far to have failed of our mission. All non- 
graduate applicants for admission to the School are advised, if 
young enough, to make good their deficiency before coming to 
us; or, if they lack but a little of graduation, to enter as special 
students in the School, graduate from the College of Liberal Arts 
and then finish our course. But some either are too far advanced 
in years, or for other reasons plainly ought not to attempt the 
completion of both courses. For such we do whatever we can, 
often to their great benefit. As long as the Church does not 
demand the collegiate degree from its ministers, it will be diffi- 
cult for the School to require it for admission. Meantime we 
place a premium on the college graduates, and thus succeed in 
recruiting our students from their ranks as no other school 
following our policy does. 

The student body represented twenty-nine states and terri- 
tories and several foreign countries, and came to us from forty- 
eight colleges and universities, and four theological schools. 
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The New England States furnished sixty-one students, forty- 
four of whom were of New England birth and training. Despite 
this improved and creditable showing it still remains true that 
most of our students came from states west and south of New 
England. 

These men came generally from the great middle class of 
the population, and most of them have not only earned their own 
way through college, but are obliged to support themselves while 
here. In some cases this works injury to scholarship, although 
the self-supporters furnish many examples of the highest scholar- 
ship. The effect of self-supporting endeavor on the manliness 
of the students fully compensates for any loss in scholarly attain- 
ment. And while generous aid is afforded by the Board of 
Education of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and by the New 
England Education Society, and while loans in considerable 
aggregate sums have been granted from our own Alumni Mutual 
Fund, no money is given outright, and the student feels that the 
only accommodation he receives is that of the opportunity to 
borrow on his own honor. Many without this aid or without 
permission to support themselves could gain no theological 
training whatever in the School. Nevertheless, students are 
discouraged as much as possible from self-support by preaching 
during the Junior year. 


THe Faculty 


With the end of the year Professor Melville B. Chapman 
S.T.D., laid down the duties of the chair of Practical Theology 
so ably performed by him for the last seven years. It is a cause 
for congratulation that he has consented to continue his con- 
nection with the School as special lecturer on Sacred Rhetoric. 

On being notified by the Standing Committee on the School 
of Theology that Professor Chapman desired to be relieved of 
his duties in June, 1905, the Faculty began the search for a suit- 
able and available person to fill the vacancy. The choice fell 
upon. the Rev. Samuel Lynch Beiler, Ph.D., an alumnus of the 

chool in the class of 1879, and pastor of the Richmond 
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Avenue Church, Buffalo, N. Y. Upon being notified of his elec- 
tion by the Board of Trustees, Dr. Beiler signified his accept- 
ance, his work to begin with the School year 1905-06. 

Professor C. W. Rishell assumed his duties as Assistant Dean, 
June 1, 1904, and has carried them in addition to his profes- 
sorial work. With his family he lives in the Dean’s apartments 
and has given to the students rooming in the Hall such per- 
sonal attentions as were needful. Dr. William F. Warren, Dean 
and Professor, has been ready to advise at all times, and to join 
in any of the general labors of the Deanship, as occasion offered 
or necessity demanded. Upon the Assistant Dean falls the 
duties of the office, correspondence and the internal workings of 
the school. 


New Courses AND ELECTIVES 


The Faculty has given much attention to the arrangement of 
new and additional courses and to the extension of the elective 
privilege. The most of the proposed changes appear in the 
Year Book for 1904-05. 

Dr. William Henry Meredith, the well-known specialist on 
early Methodism, gives a course on “ Methodist Origins in England 
and America.” I would respectfully recommend that inquiry be 
made into the feasibility and desirability of adding a course in 
Pedagogy and one in Law, perhaps also a brief course in Medi- 
cine, as a regular, if not required, constituent in the curriculum 
of the School. 

The elective privilege has been so enlarged that after the 
first year the student, with the advice of the Faculty, can select 
from an extensive list of elective studies in the School and in 
the College of Liberal Arts more than half of his required hours. 

The anticipated absence of Professor Bowne from the Uni- 
versity in 1905-06 led to the permission of a larger number of 
elections of his work than usual during the year, the total num- 
ber of students being ninety-four. In general, the courses elected 
by our students in the College of Liberal Arts appear to be in- 
creasing in variety. Many of the courses so elected have’ not 
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hitherto been’ counted on our degree. It is a question to be 
settled in the near future just what electives may be counted and 
how many electives not to be counted may be permitted any 
student. The following table shows the principal elections so 
far as they may be regarded as subsidiary to theological study: 
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SPECIAL LECTURES AND ADDRESSES 


The meeting of the General Missionary Committee of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church in Boston, in the autumn of 1904, 
brought together the Bishops and many of the principal laymen, 
pastors, presiding elders, general secretaries and editors of the 
Church. Besides the opportunity of attending the daily sessions 
of the Committee and learning the routine work of such a body, 
and being impressed with the enormous scope of its operations, 
as well as coming into close personal touch with leaders of 
the denomination, the students had the privilege of listening to 
addresses in the Chapel from Bishops Isaac W. Joyce, James M. 
Thoburn, Joseph C. Hartzell, William Burt and Merriman C. 
Harris; and also from D. D. Thompson, editor of the JVorth- 
western Christian Advocate, Stephen J. Herben, editor of the 
Epworth Herald, and T. D. Collins, Esq., of Oil City, Pa. 

The World’s Peace Congress also held its session in this 
city, and one of its distinguished delegates, the eloquent and 
scholarly Rev. Walter Walsh, of Dundee, Scotland, addressed 


the students in the Chapel. 
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The Triennial Convention of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church brought together a distinguished company of represen- 
tatives of that religious body. All had the opportunity of hear- 
ing the Archbishop of Canterbury, who was introduced by Dean 
Wm. F. Warren, in his address to the University, with the 
Evangelical Alliance as our guests. 

The Religious Education Association brought to our doors 
another large company of notables, among whom one of our 
own alumni, Professor George A. Coe, Ph.D., was foremost. 
Professor Coe addressed the School during the meeting. 

Perhaps the crowning opportunity, if judged by its rarity, 
was the address of Professor Adolf Harnack, of Berlin Univer- 
sity, who spoke to the students in the Chapel. He was a dele- 
gate to the World’s Parliament of Religions at St. Louis in con- 
nection with the Louisiana Purchase Exposition. 

Other distinguished men who have been heard by our stu- 
dents during the year were the Rev. Camden M. Cobern, S.T.D., 
who delivered the very able Matriculation Day address; Pro- 
fessor Edward C. Moore, S.T.D., of Harvard; the Rev. W. F. 
Tillett, S.T.D., Dean of the Divinity School of Vanderbilt Uni- 
versity ; the Rev. James Cannon, S.T.D., editor of Richmond 
Christian Advocate; Dr. J. L. Cunninggim, Secretary of the Cor- 
respondence School of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South; 
President Plantz, of Lawrence University; and President Craw- 
ford, of Allegheny College. Mr. Hezekiah Butterworth deliv- 
ered a notable address in the Chapel, giving some reminiscences 
of the poet Longfellow. Through the courtesy of Hon. Edward 
H. Dunn, President of the Board of Trustees, the Faculty and 
students of the School were guests of the Methodist Social 
Union on the occasion of its February meeting, at which time 
Mr. C. Howard Walker, a distinguished Boston architect, deliv- 
ered an illustrated lecture on “ Church Architecture.” 


MIssIONARY INTERESTS 


The regular course of missionary lectures was delivered by 
the Rev. William M. Brewster, one of our alumni, Superintendent 
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of the Hinghua Mission Conference, China. His subject was 
“‘China asa Missionary Opportunity.” The lectures aroused the 
greatest enthusiasm. On the invitation of Bishop Hartzell, Mr. 
Shirley D. Coffin, one of our undergraduate students, has gone 
to Africa as Principal of the Boys’ School at Umtali. The Rev. 
James Bruce Eyestone, A.B., S.T.B., one of our graduates in 
June, 1905, and Mrs. Eyestone, have accepted appointments as 
missionaries to China, under the auspices of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. 


THE LIBRARY 


Among the most notable additions to the library are forty 
volumes of missionary literature for the use of the students in 
general and especially of the Volunteer Band. Besides the most 
valuable of recent publications in the various departments of 
theology there have been added by gift a hundred standard vol- 
umes from the library of the late Joseph Cook, the gift of Mrs. 
Cook; copies of “The Real John Wesley,” “ Pilgrimages to 
Methodist Shrines,” and “Jesse Lee and Methodist Beginnings 
in Massachusetts,” all the gift of their author, the Rev. W. H, 
Meredith, S.T.D., one of our alumni; Bishop Hurst’s “ History 
of Methodism,” in seven volumes, contributed by Eaton & 
Mains: “The Modalist, or the Laws of Rational Conviction,” 
and “The Perceptionalist, or Mental Science,” contributed by 
their author, the Rev. Edward John Hamilton, S.T.D.; a com- 
plete set of the Commentaries of Adam Clark, which are specially 
valuable because, though in excellent condition, they are copies 
of the first edition of that then monumental work. These vol- 
umes were contributed by Mr. Simeon Jenkins. 

Respectfully submitted, 
CuHarRLes W. RISHELL, 
Assistant Dean. 
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REPORT OF THE DEAN OF THE SCHOOL OF LAW 


To the President of the University : 

Str: The school year just passed opened with an arrange- 
ment for reciprocity between the Law School and the College of 
Liberal Arts. For one reason and another, no such arrangement 
had ever before been seriously attempted; but if previously there 
had been doubts of the wisdom or practicability of the idea the 
doubts have disappeared in the success of the venture begun 
last October. A fair number came to us from the College this 
first year of the undertaking, and if the feeling expressed by 
those who did come has its natural'effect the numbers are likely 
to increase. 

Apart from the addition to our roll by those who came to 
us from the senior class of the College, the registration of attend- 
ance at the time of the appearance of the catalogue was about 
the same as the year before, the whole number, including the 
seniors from the College, being 334. The entering class num- 
bered 125, being the largest for many years. In point of prep- 
aration it was also the best class which we have ever had. The 
proportion of college graduates to the whole number was about 
the same as in 1903-4, but the non-college graduates were bet- 
ter prepared on the average than were the non-graduates of 
former years; and fewer of them were received on condition. 
This is due, no doubt, to the fact that more and more it has 
been coming to be understood that our requirements are real 
and cannot be evaded. 

But the fact mentioned in my last report, of the loss of 
students through success in bar examinations in the midst of the 
Law School course, is made even more conspicuous in the expe- 
rience of the past year. With the considerable increase in the 
numbers of the entering class, we should have had an increase 
in the total attendance but for the fact that some of those who 
found that they could pass the bar appear to have been content, 
that end attained, to withdraw from the School. There is, of 
course, no certain way of preventing such things, except in so 
far as the bar examiners may raise their requirements. But it is 
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fair to hope that as the value of the law degree increases, the 
number of those who, having it within reach, are willing to let 
the opportunity go, will gradually diminish. 

All students in the Law School, except those receiving aid, 
are now paying the increased tuition. Those who take the 
entire course in two years pay $175 a year. 

The amount granted in scholarships for the year was $4,550, 
against $4,590 for the year before. I ‘beg to renew the sugges- 
tion that it would be a wise provision to make good to the Uni- 
versity the bounty thus granted. 

Extension plans of the School have been in progress during 
the year, new courses of instruction having been given by Mr. 
Poultney Bigelow and by Mr. Henry S. Haines, men of distinc- 
tion in their several lines of work. The course given by Mr. 
Bigelow was in effect an introduction to the general subject of 
colonization, with a view to throwing light on the successful 
movements of the kind and to suggesting the equipment men 
should have who are to be sent out to administer colonial affairs ; 
the fact being emphasized that administration of the kind 
includes to a large degree legislative and judicial functions, and 
hence calls for men of legal education. The course attracted 
attention and received encouragement from the government at 
Washington. The course given by Mr. Haines, a railway expert, 
related to the great problems of transportation so prominent at 
present. Mr. Haines presented the subject from the business 
point of view, thus supplementing the course on the same sub- 
ject by Mr. Adams, who had presented it on its legal side. 
Altogether this is now one of the most important subjects of 
instruction in the Law School. 

Besides this work in legal extension, a course on Juris- 
prudence (in the technical sense) has been added. The course 
was given by Dr. James F. Colby, the accomplished Professor of 
Jurisprudence at Dartmouth College, and has, very naturally, 
proved to be one of the most popular, as it certainly was one of 
the most desirable, of the courses of instruction in the School. 

Results of these efforts in the higher legal education have 
not been wanting. For the first time in the history of the Law 
School a very considerable interest has been shown in the work 
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for both the Master’s and the Doctor’s degrees, and suitable 
candidates for each of these degrees are now pursuing their 
appropriate studies. 

The graduating class numbered in all ninety-two; ninety 
taking the Bachelor’s, and nine taking the Master’s degree. Of 
this number seven took both courses at the same time, a_privi- 
lege allowed only to graduates of colleges. 

Respectfully submitted, 
MELVILLE M. BIGELow, Dean. 
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REPORT OF THE DEAN OF~THE SCHOOL OF 
MEDICINE 


To the President of the University: 

Sir: After satisfactorily complying with the requirements 
of the School, there were recommended for promotion to the 
degree of M.D. in June, 1905, 14 candidates (12 men and 2 
women). There were also recommended for the degree Ch.B., 
two candidates (both women) whose records were of a very high 
order, and whose proficiency in the medical curriculum makes 
them easily eligible to this degree. Attention may be appropri- 
ately called to the fact that the two women candidates for the 
M.D. degree were entitled to graduate one cum /aude, and the 
other magna cum laude. The requirements of the School for 
these honors are exceptionally high, and it is a gratification to 
be able to recommend their bestowal. 

It is with unspeakable regret I here record the fact that 
our Faculty has lost by death during the past year one of its 
most influential, most efficient and most beloved members — 
Professor Conrad Wesselhoeft. Years before the School was 
organized, Dr. Wesselhoeft was a noted and successful homeo- 
pathic physician; an earnest and loyal member of state and 
national homceopathic societies; eager in his search for truth; 
uncompromising in his disapproval of shams; outspoken in his 
convictions; but always striving to found his convictions on 
observation and knowledge, insisting that there is a vast differ- 
ence between knowledge and belief; an impartial investigator ; 
an enthusiastic supporter of the simple and effective therapeutic 
law enunciated by Hahnemann. Dr. Wesselhoeft brought into 
the Faculty at its first organization a muturity of mind, a 
sobriety and a sincerity, as well as a wide practical experience 
in healing the sick, that made him invaluable as a counsellor and 
teacher. His was a modest disposition, and he greatly pre- 
ferred harmony to strife; the scholar’s life to the worldly strug- 
gle for prominence and power. A certain brusqueness of man- 
ner, inherited, not personally acquired, prevented the full and 
universal appreciation of his really gentle and sympathetic spirit. 


PRESIDENT OF BOSTON UNIVERSITY 63 


His influence on students was deep and lasting, and among 
graduates and Faculty the memory of his simplicity, straight- 
forwardness and studiousness will prove an inspiration. The fol- 
lowing resolutions were adopted by the Faculty at a joint memo- 
rial service, which included local and state societies : 

WHEREAS, in the Providence of God, our teacher, friend and 
fellow-worker, Conrad Wesselhoeft, has been called from this earthly 
life, in the fulness of his years, and in the completion of a full and 


most honorable record of service to science and devotion to tue wel- 
fare of humanity ; therefore, 


Be It Resolved, that we, his fellow-workers of the Faculty of 
Boston University School of Medicine, hereby record our grief in the 
loss of his presence among us; and deep appreciation of his last- 
ing and most worthy service to the School with whose teaching force 
he was so long connected ; 


That, as a teacher, Dr. Wesselhoeft was painstaking and convinc- 
ing. He spoke of that whereof he knew; and his teaching was the 
fruit of sound scholarship, of patient original research, and of pro- 
found personal conviction of the value to humanity of the scientific 
truths it was his function to impart ; 


That, as a supporter of the School, in its broadest needs and 
interests, he was indefatigable in earnest and well-directed effort; 


That, we extend to his family the assurance of our deep and last- 
ing sympathy in their loss of that daily companionship which daily 
more endears such a character and personality as were his. 


The noteworthy event of our School year was the success 
of the exhibit sent to the Louisiana Purchase Exposition in St. 
Louis. This exhibit represented the anatomical, physiological 
and pathological departments of the School. The end in view 
was to demonstrate the methods made use of in teaching physi- 
ology, and to demonstrate a new and most satisfactory method 
of preserving anatomical and pathological specimens for class- 
room use, and as permanent museum specimens. The exhibit 
was not particularly large, but it was of such exceptionally high 
grade that it was awarded a gold medal. To two of our Faculty, 
chiefly, belongs the credit of making this exhibit so great a 
success. For without their personal interest and effort the 
exhibit would not have been gotten together. Associate Pro- 
fessor Weysse prepared that portion of the exhibit representing 
the physiological department, and Dr. Watters the pathological 
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department. The work done by these instructors is so much 
appreciated by the Faculty that it is proposed to promote them 
to full professorships. Dr. Weysse is to be Professor of Ex- 
perimental Physiology, and Dr. Watters, Professor of Pathology. 


It is gratifying to note also, that at its April session, the 
Massachusetts Homceopathic Society awarded Dr. Watters a 
gold medal for the excellence of his work, and for his originality 
in perfecting a method of preserving anatomical and patho- 
logical material. As further evidence of the general apprecia- 
tion of the value of our exhibit, may be mentioned the fact that 
the directors of the Massachusetts Exhibit at the Lewis and 
Clarke Exposition in Portland, Oregon, asked for the loan of 
our School exhibit as a part of the Massachusetts Educational 
Exhibit, the state to pay the expense of transporting and care. 
It is needless to add that this'request was granted. 

Through the indefatigable energy, and honest pride in good 
work of the members of the Faculty mentioned, a new “ educa- 
tional exhibit” is being prepared for the American Institute of 
Homeceopathy which meets in Chicago during the last of the 
present month. This exhibit, like its predecessors, will attempt 
to demonstrate in a forcible way the facilities of the school, the 
methods made use of in teaching, and the results of the work 
done. 

It is not in a boastful spirit that these matters are referred 
to; but in reviewing the work of the year they stand promi- 
nently forward as matters calling for congratulation. The 
annual meeting of the faculty held at the close of the year 
showed not only an increase in the amount of work done, but a 
wider adoption of practical methods of teaching. During the 
year a special department in Clinical Medicine has been inau- 
gurated, the course being in charge of Dr. Walter Wesselhoeft 
and Associate Professor Charles H. Thomas. The course- has 
been conducted altogether in the wards of the Massachusetts 
Homeceopathic Hospital, the trustees of which promptly and 
graciously granted the request of our Faculty, that the large 
clinical facilities of the hospital be made of greater use from an 
educational standpoint. A ward of appropriate size was set 
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apart for this purpose, and lectures were regularly held through- 
out a period of about five months. 

The purchase of a reflectoscope, by means of which photo- 
graphs and illustrations from text-books are projected, largely 
increased in size, upon a screen, has added effectively to the 
teaching facilities. The use of this reflectoscope has proved so 
eminently satisfactory, and its manipulation is so simple and 
uncomplicated, that it has practically displaced the stereopticon. 

Hitherto minor experiments have been made in the concen- 
tration of courses. For instance, courses which have called for 
two or three hours a week during the entire year, have been 
given eight or twelve hours a week for half the year. This 
method had been tried to a greater extent than ever during the 
past year with results that seem to warrant its continuance. 
The total number of hours devoted by the Faculty to lectures, 
clinical and laboratory work, remains at about four thousand a 
year. The number of courses our students have been obliged to 
take has greatly increased in recent years by the division of 
large subjects and introduction of new ones, until at the present 
time our students are required to pass examinations in forty dis- 
tinct courses in order to become candidates for graduation. 

According to our Librarian’s report, there have been during 
the year an unusually large number of accessions to the library. 
These have numbered 230, of which 218 were donations. Dur- 
ing the previous year there were only 73 accessions. There has 
been no year in which so many books have been received as 
during the one now closing. The use of the library by the 
student body has also increased during the year; the number 
of loans for general reading and study having been 240 more 
than during the preceding year. 

A year ago attention was called to the unusual success of 
the newly established course in Medico-Life Insurance. Interest 
in the course was not limited to the student body, but was wide- 
spread among those connected with the various forms of insur- 
ance. And it is gratifying to learn that courses on this subject 
have been established in eight medical schools during the year. 

As usual, scholarship aid has been granted quite a number 
of the students, tuition fees being in whole or in part remitted. 
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The total number to whom pecuniary assistance in one form or 
another has been rendered amounts to twenty-two. A much larger 
number of scholarships than we possess are needed to help all 
those who apply for aid, and in order to carry on the work of 
the School more effectively, endowment funds much greater than 
we possess could be utilized. 

The demand for our students for hospital interneships and 
private practice is much greater than we can supply. And it is 
a matter for rejoicing that wherever our graduates have gone 
they have made such creditable records for themselves and their 
Alma Mater. 

Considering the fact that in recent years the number of our 
matriculants has been steadily decreasing, it is particularly 
encouraging to note that the present Freshman Class is the 
largest we have had for several years. 

On the whole, a critical review of the quantity and quality 
of work done in the medical department during the past year is 
more than encouraging to those intimately associated with it. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Joun P. SUTHERLAND, Dean. 
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